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The war on terror is the great challenge 
of our time. The Democratic Party has re-
peatedly shown that it would take America 
in the wrong direction, starting with the fact 
that many don’t consider this to be a war 
at all. In their view, this is a—primarily a 
matter of law enforcement. In the war on 
terror, our focus should not be on pros-
ecuting criminals after they have committed 
a crime. Our job is to find the terrorists and 
stop new attacks before they happen. 

To stop new attacks, we need to know what 
the terrorists are planning. And the best 
source of information about terrorist attacks 
is the terrorists themselves. After 9/11, we 
established a program at the CIA to detain 
and question key terrorist operatives and 
their leaders. This program has stopped new 
attacks on our country and has saved Amer-
ican lives. And despite these successes, 
Democratic leaders in Congress have tried 
to shut it down. 

To stop new attacks, we also need to deny 
terrorists safe haven, including in Iraq. And 
that’s why we launched the surge. Yet the 
Democrats declared the surge a failure be-
fore it even began. And now that the surge 
has turned the situation around, they still call 
for retreat. 

The other side talks a lot about hope, and 
that sums up their Iraq policy pretty well: 
They want to retreat from Iraq and hope 
nothing bad happens. But wistful thinking is 
no way to fight a war and to protect the 
American people. Leaving Iraq before the 
job is done would endanger our citizens and 
embolden the enemies who have vowed to 
attack us again. When it comes to the war 
on terror, our Democratic leaders should pay 
more attention to the warnings of terrorists 
like Usama bin Laden and spend less time 
heeding the demands of MoveOn.org and 
CODEPINK. 

Over the next few months, you’re going 
to hear a lot of talk about change. The Demo-
crats say they’re a party of change. Let me 
review the history of the Democratic Party. 
There was a time when they believed that 
low taxes were the path to growth and oppor-
tunity, but they’ve changed. There was a time 
when they believed in commonsense Amer-
ican values, but they have changed. There 
was a time when they believed that America 

should pay any price and bear any burden 
in the defense of liberty, but they have 
changed. 

This isn’t the kind of change the American 
people want. Americans want change that 
makes their lives better and their country 
safer. And that requires changing the party 
in control of the Congress. And that requires 
having a Commander in Chief who will sup-
port our military and will fight and win the 
war against those who would do us harm, 
and that Commander in Chief will be John 
McCain. 

And so I thank you for coming tonight. 
I just want you to know that we’ve got a lot 
of work to do together. I don’t know about 
you, but my energy is up and my spirits are 
high, and I’m going to finish my job with 
a sprint to the finish line. 

So with confidence in our vision and faith 
in our values, let’s go forward together. Let’s 
put Republicans back in control of the Con-
gress and the Senate. Let’s make sure Re-
publicans run the statehouse here in Michi-
gan, and let’s do all we can to put John 
McCain in the Oval Office. 

May God bless you, and may God bless 
our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5 p.m. at Laurel 
Manor. In his remarks, he referred to Saulius 
Anuzis, chairman, Michigan Republican Party; 
Michigan State Attorney General Michael Cox; 
Michal J. Bouchard, sheriff, Oakland County, MI; 
Democratic Presidential candidate Barack 
Obama; Chief Justice Clifford W. Taylor, Michi-
gan State Supreme Court; and Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
Judges for the United States Courts 
of Appeals and District Courts 

June 25, 2008 

Yesterday the Senate confirmed Raymond 
Kethledge and Helene White to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit and 
Stephen Murphy to the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan. I appre-
ciate the Senate’s work on filling these im-
portant seats, which had been declared judi-
cial emergencies. 
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For the first time in my administration, the 
Sixth Circuit will now have a full court to 
address important issues facing the residents 
of Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, and Ten-
nessee. Unfortunately, too many other Fed-
eral judgeships across America remain va-
cant. This is unacceptable and inexcusable. 
Since the beginning of the 110th Congress, 
the Senate has confirmed only 10 circuit 
court nominees. In the last 2 years of the 
past three administrations, the Senate has 
confirmed an average of 17 circuit court 
judges. I strongly urge the Senate to hold 
hearings and votes on the 28 pending circuit 
and district court nominations to ensure that 
our Nation has a fully functioning judicial 
system. 

Joint Statement by the United States 
of America and the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam 
June 25, 2008 

President George W. Bush welcomed 
Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung to the 
United States of America and to the White 
House yesterday for the fourth bilateral 
meeting between leaders of our two coun-
tries in as many years. The President and the 
Prime Minister discussed the progress made 
since they last met in Vietnam in 2006 and 
committed to specific efforts to carry this in-
creasingly robust bilateral relationship for-
ward. The two leaders agreed the relation-
ship is based on a positive, growing friend-
ship, mutual respect, and a shared commit-
ment to pursuing constructive and multi-
faceted cooperation on a wide range of issues 
that will contribute to the development of 
the depth of the relationship, which is in the 
long-term interests of both countries. They 
also shared their vision and goals for a stable, 
secure, democratic, and peaceful Asia-Pacific 
region and discussed future U.S.-Vietnam 
contributions to that end. 

The leaders welcomed the deepening eco-
nomic ties, noting that two-way bilateral 
trade topped $12 billion in 2007 and that the 
United States is Vietnam’s top export market. 
Prime Minister Dung affirmed Vietnam’s re-
solve to maintain macroeconomic stability 
and determination to implement its commit-

ments under the World Trade Organization, 
the Bilateral Trade Agreement, and the 
Trade and Investment Framework Agree-
ment; improve its legal system; and create 
conditions favorable for foreign investors and 
trade growth. 

The two leaders agreed that trade and eco-
nomic ties are significant to the bilateral rela-
tionship. They announced that the United 
States and Vietnam would initiate negotia-
tions toward a Bilateral Investment Treaty, 
signaling our commitment to open invest-
ment regimes and fair, non-discriminatory, 
and transparent treatment of foreign invest-
ment. President Bush affirmed that the 
United States is seriously reviewing Viet-
nam’s request to be designated as a bene-
ficiary of the Generalized System of Pref-
erences program, and he acknowledged Viet-
nam’s request to be accorded Market Econ-
omy Status. They noted the importance of 
efforts within the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) forum to promote free 
and open trade and investment, including the 
prospect of a Free Trade Area of the Asia- 
Pacific. President Bush reiterated the United 
States’ general opposition to restrictions on 
food exports at a time of rising prices. The 
two leaders called on all countries to join in 
the effort to solve the world food problem. 
President Bush reaffirmed the United States’ 
commitment to pursuing actions to maintain 
or expand existing assistance levels and to ad-
dress the underlying conditions contributing 
to high food prices. 

The two leaders discussed expanding and 
strengthening our senior-level dialogues. 
They endorsed the creation of new political- 
military and policy planning talks, which will 
allow for more frequent and in-depth discus-
sions on security and strategic issues. The 
two leaders noted the benefit of an open and 
candid dialogue on issues relating to human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. President 
Bush and Prime Minister Dung agreed on 
the importance of the rule of law in modern 
societies, and President Bush underscored 
the importance of promoting improved 
human rights practices and conditions for re-
ligious believers and ethnic minorities. Prime 
Minister Dung informed President Bush of 
the policies and efforts made by Vietnam in 
this area, and President Bush took note of 
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